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Many people are quick to run from bees or swat them, afraid theyll sting, but this book will teach

readers that honeybees are actually hardworking and beneficial to their ecosystems. Readers will

love discovering fun facts about honeybees, including their anatomy, how they live, and what they

do to help us. Readers will also learn about the dangers honeybees face and how humans can help

them. This high-interest read will hook readers with its color photographs and engaging yet

accessible text. A graphic organizer and Creature Clue fact boxes will deepen the readers

understanding of the topic.
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Gr 3-5-Well organized and visually appealing, this set examines animals and other organisms that

provide multiple benefits to the Earth and to humans. After opening with a brief overview, the

authors present facts about each creature or plant, consistently linking them to positive impacts. A

description of dangerous spiders, for instance, leads into possible medicinal uses of venom. There's

a good balance between general information and specific details. Main text appears in white font

against a dark box, keeping pages clear and uncluttered, with smaller "Creature Clues" insets that



offer related facts. Photographs are generally effective and supplemented by one or two useful

diagrams. A closing chart in most, but not all, books, neatly lays out the variety of ways each

organism helps us. VERDICT The scope necessarily varies depending on the topic, but the theme

of balanced ecosystems is well supported by words and images.Î±(c) Copyright 2011. Library

Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted. --This

text refers to the Hardcover edition.
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